The Council has proposed the following revision for Standard 4, Clinical Resources (additions are

underlined, deletions are struck-through):

Standard 4, Clinical Resources

Normal and diseased animals of various domestic and exotic species must be available for instructional
purposes, either as clinical patients or provided by the institution. While precise numbers are not
specified, in-hospital patients and outpatients including field service/ambulatory and herd
health/production medicine programs are required to provide the necessary quantity and quality of
clinical instruction. The program must be able to demonstrate, using its assessment of clinical
competency outcomes data, that the clinical resources are sufficient to achieve the stated educational
goals and mission.

It is essential that a diverse and sufficient number of surgical and medical patients be available during an
on-campus clinical activity for students’ clinical educational experience. Experience can include exposure
to clinical education at off-campus sites, provided the college reviews these clinical experiences and
educational outcomes. Further, such clinical experiences should occur in a setting that provides access
to subject matter experts, reference resources, modern and complete clinical laboratories, advanced
diagnostic instrumentation and ready confirmation (including necropsy). Such examples could include a
contractual arrangement with nearby practitioners who serve as adjunct faculty members and off-
campus field practice centers. The teaching hospital(s) shall provide nursing care and instruction in
nursing procedures. A supervised field service and/or ambulatory program must be maintained in which
students are offered multiple opportunities to obtain clinical experience under field conditions. Under
all situations students must be active participants in the workup of the patient, including physical
diagnosis and diagnostic problem oriented decision making.

Medical records must be comprehensive and maintained in an effective retrieval system to efficiently
support the teaching, research, and service programs of the college.

Rational for the proposed revision to Standard 4, Clinical Resources:
This statement was added to ensure that veterinary medical colleges have data to justify
their clinical caseload.

The Council also added the statement “Include only those patients, farm call, and animals
examined that have direct student involvement” to the instructions for completion of Tables A,
B, and C in the self-study as found in section 12.4.1 of the Accreditation Policies and Procedures
of the AVMA Council on Education to clarify how caseload should be counted.




